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Could This Collision Have Been Prevented’
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NEW DAY. NEW CHDIGES.

Into the Sun

Squinting in the afternoon glare, Eddie
neared the top of the final hill on the way
home. He crested the hill into the blinding
light of the low-lying sun. Suddenly he
couldn’t seem to see anything, least of all
the car down the road waiting to turn left
into a driveway. He hit the brakes and
swerved, but it was too late to miss.

| .What three actions can improve visibility when facing the

sun?

2. Foresight is an important characteristic of defensive
drivers. How would it have helped Eddie to prevent this

collision?

3. What defensive action could the other driver have taken?

Answers:
I. Wearing sunglasses, using the sun

visor, and keeping the windshield
clean both inside and out. Many
drivers neglect to clean the film
that develops on the inside
because it doesn’t show up until
they’re driving into the sun.

2. Eddie knew there were driveways

just over the hill. He probably
knew that glare would be a prob-
lem at that time and location. He
should have used this knowledge
to anticipate hazards and drive
more cautiously.

3. The driver could have gone past

the driveway to a safe spot, turned
around and come back to it. Or if
road space and visibility permitted,
the driver could have pulled over
to the side of the road to wait for
traffic to clear.
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¢ Este accidente podria haberse evitado? NEW nAY NEW [:H["[:Es

En el sol

Entrecerrando los ojos ante el reflejo de la tarde,

Eddie se acerco hacia la cima de la ultima colina

camino a casa. Lleg6 a la cima de la colina ante

la luz enceguecedora del sol que se escondia. De
repente, no podia ver nada, y mucho menos el
auto mas abajo en la carretera que estaba

esperando para girar a la izquierda en el camino.
Piso el freno y dobld bruscamente, pero era
demasiado tarde para evitarlo.

. . . I Respuestas:
1. ¢, Cuéles son las tres acciones que pueden mejorar la visibilidad al )
1. El uso de lentes de sol, el uso de visor solar,
estar frente al sa? y mantener el parabrisas limpio, tanto del

lado de afuera como de adentro. Muchos

conductores no limpian la pelicula que

se genera en el interior debido a que no

se ve hasta que conducen de frente al

= sol.

2. Eddie sabia que habia carreteras por
encima de la colina. Probablemente,

2, La prevencién es una caracteristica importante de los conductores

defensivos. {Qué podria haber ayudado a Eddie a evitar este sabia que el reflejo iba a ser un problema
aesahoray en ese lugar. Deberia haber
accidente? utilizado este conocimiento para
anticiparse a los peligros y conducir con
— mayor precaucion.

3. El conductor podria haber pasado la
carretera hacia un lugar seguro, girar y
— regresar. O, en caso de que el espacio
3. ;,Qué accién defensiva podria haber tomado el otro conductor? en la carretera y la visibilidad lo
permitieran, el conductor podria haberse
detenido en un costado de la carretera
para esperar a que se disipe el trénsito.
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